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DePue: How many times do you think you went through beatings? Was it just that 

first encounter, or were there other times as well? 

W. Smith: Oh, there were other times. I was knocked around quite a bit. But I was 

knocked around for just saying things, you know, like I did about that 

damn dog, “He’s pulling the 105 howitzer,” you know, just things that pop 

in your mind and you say it and you don’t really think. I should have paid 

more attention to what I was saying, but things just come out, you know. 

Boy. I said, “If you don’t behave, I’m going to send Chiang Kai-shek after 

you,” talking to a guard, not realizing that he understood what I was 

saying. I mean, things like that, you know. (laughs) You walk by them and 

say, “Freeze to death, you son of a bitch,” and then he understands 

English. Just little things like that. I can’t explain it. 

 


